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double the yield of the common kinds which used to be grown,
and sugar cultivation has spread amazingly throughout Bihar and
the United Provinces.

India is second only to pre-war China in the production of tea.
The plantations on the damp slopes of the hills of Assam, round
Darjeeling, and in Southern India provide the most valuable ex-
port after cotton and jute, and give employment, in garden and
factory, to over a million workers.

We come now to other commercial or so-called money crops.
Cotton and jute form the basis of India's two chief manufacturing
industries, and they are at the same time her two main exports,
both in the raw and manufactured state.

Practically all die jute in die world comes from Bengal and the
adjacent Provinces. It is a tall annual plant with very tough
fibres, peculiarly suited for making into sacks and sacking, but
it only flourishes in rich alluvial soil such as is found in the region
of the Ganges delta, where it has been grown for centuries.
Cotton, on the other hand, is planted from the Punjab right down
to the south of Madras, though the main crop comes from Bom-
bay and the Central Provinces. India now produces more cotton
than any other country except the United States, but much of it
is still of the less valuable short staple varieties,

India is also the world's second largest supplier of oil-seeds of
various kinds. They are grown all over the country, and are used
both for domestic purposes in cooking and lighting, and for in-
dustry, In response to a growing demand there has been a striking
extension of die area under their cultivation. Large quantities,
amounting to over a million tons a year, chiefly ground-nuts and
Unseed, were exported before the war, for addition to olive-oil
and for making margarine.

Tjie growth of die Indian tobacco industry in recent years has
also been remarkable* Tobacco cultivation, especially for cigar-
ettes, has been so gready extended and improved that laJia is now
one of die world's largest producers* though most of the crop is
consumed widrin her own borders,